[The role of apoptosis of granulosa cells in follicular atresia].
Apoptosis plays an important role in the process of morphogenesis and embryogenesis. Its increase or inhibition is an etiopathological factor in many different diseases. It has recently been shown that apoptosis of granulosa cells is one of the main mechanisms responsible for follicular atresia. There are many other factors influencing the process of granulosa cells apoptosis, among them the most important are: RnGH, FSH, LH, sex hormones (estrogens and androgens), growth factors and their receptors (EGF/TGF-alpha, FGF, IGF-1) and cytokines (e.g. TNF-alpha). The article presents data concerning the regulatory mechanisms of granulosa cells apoptosis in the ovary.